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Sunken
barge haits
rowing camp

Storms damage
new Licking facility

By Peggy Kreimer

Xentuckv Post staff reponter

The Cincinnati Rowing Center will find
out later this week just how far up the creek
1 1s and how many paddles it has left after a
storm Monday sank the group’s barge and
docking area on the Licking River.

The 90-foot-by-35-foot barge with a 10-foot-
by-56-foot floating walkway was being
pumped out Tuesday.

“That will disclose if the sinking did any
damage,” said center director Neal Gardner.
“If it did. we will put it in dry dock to
repair.”

The barge, which was used to store equip-
ment and as a dock and launch area for
rowers, 1s insured. “But we don’t have un-
limited financial resources,” Gardner said.
Heavy damage could affect the group’s abili-
ty to continue its full program.

The center, a non-profit organization, is
one of five national facilities training rowing
teams for the Olympics and other competi-
tion. It is funded through membership and
sponsorship fees.

College and high school rowing teams use
its weight-lifting and fitness facility and in-
door rowing tank on Eastern Avenue in Cin-
cinnati. But the center also has an open
membership.

The outdoor training facility had been sta-
tioned in Newport beneath the Central
Bridge on the Ohio River. When the bridge
was torn down, the center practiced at East
Fork State Park or Coney Island in Ohio. It
moved to the Licking River because of the
river’s relative calm compared with the Ohio
River.

The center’s first development camp in
the Licking location was to open Tuesday.
Between 15 and 20 participants, including
trainees from across the country, were ex-
nected. The camp was canceled and partici-
pants were sent to facilities in Philadeiphia
and Wisconsin.

JOE MUNSON/The Kentucky Post
Workers from Aquarius Marine. Ludlow. and  dockina area. The barge, moored near the

Carlisle Marine. Taylorsport, work to raise the ~ Fourth Street Bridge in Newport, sank after
sunken Cincinnati Rowing Center barge and heavy rains.
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